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Foreword

The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, ATSDR, is an agency of the U.S. Public
Health Service. It was established by Congress in 1980 under the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), also known as the Superfund law. This
law set up a fund to identify and clean up our country’s hazardous waste areas. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the individual states regulate the investigation and
clean up of the areas.

Since 1986, ATSDR has been required by law to conduct a public health assessment at each of
the areas on the EPA National Priorities List. The aim of these evaluations is to find out if people
are being exposed to hazardous substances and, if so, whether that exposure is harmful and
should be stopped or reduced. (The legal definition of a health assessment is included on the
inside front cover.) If appropriate, ATSDR also conducts public health assessments when
petitioned by concerned individuals. Public health assessments are carried out by environmental
and health scientists from ATSDR and from the states with which ATSDR has cooperative
agreements.

Exposure: As the first step in the evaluation, ATSDR scientists review environmental data to
see how much contamination is at an area, where it is, and how people might come into contact
with it. Generally, ATSDR does not collect its own environmental sampling data. Instead, it
reviews information provided by EPA, other government agencies, businesses, and the public.
When there is not enough environmental information available, the report will indicate what
further sampling data is needed.

Health Effects: If the review of the environmental data shows that people have or could come
into contact with hazardous substances, ATSDR scientists then evaluate whether or not there will
be any harmful effects from these exposures. The report focuses on public health, or the health
impact on the community as a whole, rather than on individual risks. Again, ATSDR generally
makes use of existing scientific information, which can include the results of medical,
toxicologic, and epidemiologic studies and the data collected in disease registries. The science of
environmental health is still developing, and occasionally scientific information on the health
effects of certain substances is not available. When this is so, the report will suggest what further
research studies are needed.

Conclusions: The report presents conclusions about the level of health threat, if any, posed by an
area. In its public health action plan, the report recommends ways to stop or reduce exposure.
ATSDR is primarily an advisory agency, so usually these reports identify what actions are
appropriate to be undertaken by EPA, other responsible parties, or the research or education
divisions of ATSDR. However, if there is an urgent health threat, ATSDR can issue a public
health advisory to warn people of the danger. ATSDR can also authorize health education or
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pilot studies of health effects, full-scale epidemiology studies, disease registries, surveillance
studies, or research on specific hazardous substances.

Interactive Process: The health assessment is an interactive process. ATSDR solicits and
evaluates information from numerous city, state, and federal agencies, the companies responsible
for cleaning up the area, and the community. ATSDR then shares its conclusions with them.
Agencies are asked to respond to an early version of the report to make sure that the data they
provide is accurate and current. When informed of ATSDR’s conclusions and recommendations,
the agencies sometimes will begin to act on them before the final release of the report.

Community: ATSDR also needs to learn what people in the area know about the area and what
concerns they may have about its impact on their health. Consequently, throughout the
evaluation process, ATSDR actively gathers information and comments from the people who
live or work near an area, including residents of the area, civic leaders, health professionals, and
community groups. To ensure that the report responds to the community’s health concerns, an
early version is also distributed to the public for comment. All the comments received from the
public are responded to in the final version of the report.

Comments: If, after reading this report, you have questions or comments, we encourage you to
send them to us.

Letters should be addressed as follows:

Attention: Chief, Program Evaluation, Records, and Information Services Branch, Agency for
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, 1600 Clifton Road, NE (MS E-32), Atlanta, GA 30333.
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l. Summary

Following a request from the Air Force Real Property Agency (AFRPA), the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) conducted a public health assessment (PHA) for the
Gentile Air Force Station (Gentile AFS). As a part of the PHA process ATSDR reviewed
environmental information describing the investigations, sampling results and remediation
actions performed at Gentile AFS and scientific literature describing how chemicals used and
disposed at Gentile AFS act in the environment. ATSDR also attended an Open House on
January 29, 2004, sponsored by the Air Force. The purpose of the open house was to provide the
local community with information about the environmental clean up activities performed at
Gentile AFS. ATSDR used this opportunity to meet with residents and gather information about
the situations where residents may come into contact with Gentile AFS-related chemicals.
ATSDR used the environmental information and community exposure concerns to identify
potential exposure situations and evaluate if residents could be exposed to contaminants at levels
that could affect their health. This report describes our review and evaluation.

In general, many sites on Gentile AFS do have detectable levels of contaminants in the soil,
sediments or groundwater. However, there are no public health hazards associated with these
sites. The concentrations of the contaminants are below levels known to make people sick. Or
people are not exposed to these contaminants long enough or often enough to become sick.

Drinking Water

The homes neighboring Gentile AFS are connected to the municipal water system. This water is
unaffected by Gentile AFS-related chemicals and consistently meets or exceeds federal drinking
water standards. Anecdotal information suggests that some residents in the neighboring
community still use private groundwater wells. Water obtained from local private wells is also
unaffected by Gentile AFS-related chemicals.

Little Beaver Creek’s Surface Water and Sediment.

Anecdotal information indicates that, in the past, many residents, or their children, played in the
creek. While some chemicals were detected in the creek’s surface water or sediment, adults and
children who played in the creek would not be expected to develop any health problems.

Some contaminants were still detected in sections of the creek bed even after large amounts of
contaminated creek sediments were removed. Results of this evaluation indicate that adults and
children who play in the creek would not be expected to develop any health problems.

Several residents described how their yards or homes flood during periods of heavy rain when
the creek overflows its banks. ATSDR reviewed available information about surface water and
sediment transport. Results indicate that neighboring homes and yards would not be affected by
Gentile AFS-related contaminants during a flood
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Gardening

Anecdotal information indicates that in the past employees were allowed to plant vegetable
gardens in the southeastern section of Parcel E. Some citizens were concerned if contaminants in
the soil could have been present in, or on, their vegetables and if eating those vegetables could
harm their health. Results of this evaluation indicate that gardeners, garden produce consumers,
and people who both worked in the garden and ate the produce would not be expected to have
any health effects.
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1. Introduction

In December 2003, the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) was asked
by the Air Force Real Property Agency (AFRPA) to review the available information describing
the environmental contamination at the Gentile Air Force Station (Gentile AFS) and participate
in the Open House sponsored by the U.S. Air Force (USAF) on January 29, 2004. The purpose
was to identify and evaluate potential exposure pathways that could cause local residents to
contact chemicals used or disposed at Gentile at levels known to cause health effects. This
evaluation was conducted to address the concerns voiced by some of the residents in the
communities adjacent to Gentile AFS. These residents were concerned that they may have been
exposed to Gentile AFS-related chemicals at levels that could cause health problems.

During the Open House, community residents had the opportunity to review summaries of the
environmental investigation and remediation work sponsored by the USAF. In addition, public
health representatives from the Montgomery County Combined Health District, Ohio
Department of Health (ODH), and ATSDR were available to discuss the residents’ public health
concerns associated with Gentile AFS. In addition to answering questions, ATSDR used this
opportunity to identify how neighboring residents may have come into contact with chemicals
used or disposed at Gentile AFS.

ATSDR reviewed the available environmental data for Gentile AFS, met with residents to
understand their exposure concerns, toured the base, and met with representatives of the Air
Force, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
(Ohio EPA), and City of Kettering. ATSDR’s goal was to identify how local residents would
come into contact with Gentile AFS-related chemicals and evaluate if that contact would be
expected to cause health problems. The results of our review and evaluation are presented in this
public health assessment (PHA).
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I11. Background

A. Site Description and Operational History

Gentile Air Force Station (Gentile AFS) is located within the City of Kettering, Montgomery
County, Ohio, about 4.5 miles southeast from the center of the City of Dayton (Figure 1). The
northern portion of the property was developed with large warehouse buildings, a heating plant,
maintenance shops, and other support buildings. Land in the southern portion of the property is
largely undeveloped, but contained recreational facilities, including baseball fields, tennis and
basketball courts, and a small arms range. Some outdoor storage areas and disposal sites were
also located in this area. The Gentile AFS property is completely contained within the City of
Kettering and surrounded on the western, southern, and eastern sides by residential housing.
Land use to the north and northeast is a mixture of commercial/warehousing and residential uses
(URS Greiner 1997a; Gentile AFS 2004).

The air station was established in 1944 as the Army’s Dayton Signal Corps Supply Agency. At
the time, the installation encompassed about 120 acres on partially wooded farmland and the
former Johnson Airplane and Supply Company. The original facility included four large
warehouses and numerous administrative and support facilities, such as a cafeteria, a base
exchange, and a coal-fired heating plant (Earth Tech 1994). The initial mission of the installation
was to procure, store, issue, and salvage airborne radio and meteorological equipment and
supplies for the U.S. Army and USAF (Earth Tech 1994). In 1951, the air station acquired an
additional 49 acres in the eastern portion of the installation and was renamed the Gentile AFS.
Additional warehouse and administrative facilities were built as necessary to support the mission
(Table 1).

In 1962, the Defense Electronics Supply Center (DESC) was established at Gentile AFS (EBS
1994). DESC operations and support activities were the primary functions of Gentile AFS to the
extent that the property is locally known as “DESC.” The installation was viewed as the
“clearinghouse for all electronics” that the U.S. military used (Ohio EPA 2004). The overall
mission did not changed much since the installation’s inception, DESC’s primary role was to
“provide effective and reliable electronic spare parts support to all of the U.S. military services
and federal civil agencies at the most reasonable cost to the public.” In this role, DESC
standardized electronic parts and encouraged their use in new designs. Among the items they
managed were resistors, connectors, transformers, antennas, crystals, fiber optics, microcircuits,
switches, communications equipment and fire control system components, intercoms, audio and
video equipment, and a variety of automatic data processing items. In its support capacity, DESC
served to “manage, control, maintain, and operate assigned facilities; negotiate and implement
interservice/interagency support agreements for support services and operating supplies; and
perform maintenance and repair of the operating equipment.” Because DESC was the major
activity at Gentile AFS, the installation was often referred to as “DESC” or “Gentile AFS.”
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ATSDR uses “Gentile AFS” throughout this document to represent the entire installation and all
of its activities.

Gentile AFS was listed for closure in 1993 as a result of the Defense Base Realignment and
Closure (BRAC) Act of 1990. The site was officially closed in December 1996, and DESC was
relocated to the Defense Supply Centers in Columbus, Ohio (Gentile AFS 2004). At the time of
closure, Gentile AFS contained four main buildings and 70 small buildings along with 55 acres
of “green space.”

B. Remedial and Regulatory History

Past operations at Gentile AFS have resulted in accidental releases or spills of hazardous
materials on base (Table 2). The primary source areas where spills or releases occurred are the
aboveground and underground storage tanks used for diesel, gasoline, and waste oil; service
station and pipelines; oil/water separators used to separate paint or vehicle maintenance waste
from water; a silver recovery system for a photographic laboratory; wash racks where equipment
was cleaned; pesticide use and storage areas; and the small arms firing and skeet range. Some
contaminated wastes were disposed of on base in landfills. Other wastes were poured over the
coal storage pile along the western boundary of the base west of the former heating plant,
Building 17 (Table 3). These wastes came primarily from cleaning and maintenance operations
and included waste oils, paint thinners, and solvents from cleaning operations. The majority of
the waste generated before 1978 was disposed of in this manner (URS Greiner 1996, 1997b).
Figure 2 shows the locations of the sites.

Contaminants released to the ground surface in certain areas leached through the soil and into the
underlying groundwater. Groundwater monitoring results indicate the extent of each plume has
been decreasing over time. The USAF identified three main areas of groundwater contamination
at Gentile AFS. The discussion below describes each plume and Figure 3 shows the current
extent of each plume.

=  Western VOC plume. The western plume is located near Layfayette Street along the western
boundary of the base (Parcel B). During the remedial investigations, the VOCs
tetrachloroethylene (PCE) and trichloroethylene (TCE) were detected at concentrations just
above ATSDR’s comparison values (CVs) for drinking water. These VOCs are solvents that
were likely used in degreasing and cleaning equipment. Carbon tetrachloride, 1,1,1-
trichloroethane, and chlorobenzene were also detected, but at lower concentrations (typically
within ATSDR’s CVs for drinking water). Potential contributors to this plume are waste
materials disposed of at the coal storage pile (Site S1) and chemicals used at the Pesticide
Storage Area (Site S3). More recent groundwater sampling conducted in November 2003
primarily detected TCE at concentrations still slightly above the EPA drinking water
standard.
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= Southern VOC plume. This plume likely formed from contaminants migrating from Sites D1
and C7 (Parcel E). These sites were used for disposal of hazardous materials during the
1950s. Contaminants discovered in the plume are the solvent trichloroethylene (TCE) and its
degradation products, and minor amounts of petroleum constituents. During the November
2003 sampling, vinyl chloride and cis-1,2-DCE were detected in this plume at levels above
ATSDR’s CVs for drinking water. TCE associated with the plume, however, was detected
well below ATSDR’s CV for drinking water.

= Site R2 plume. This plume extends from an area near an infiltration pit that is located at Site
R2, east of building 84 (Parcel A). The primary contaminant is the VOC cis-1,2-
dichloroethylene (DCE). Concentrations have decreased over time.

Figure 3 shows the current boundary of each plume as determined by groundwater monitoring
data gathered in November 2003. The plume boundaries shown on the map illustrate the amount
of area estimated to contain groundwater with contaminant concentrations above federal drinking
water standards. The groundwater flow directions vary significantly for different areas of the
base. In the vicinity of the western plume, the groundwater flow direction is predominantly
southwest. Near the southern plume it is predominantly towards the east. In both locations the
groundwater flow direction is towards the base boundary; however neither plume is migrating
off-base. The actual amount of the plume migration from the contaminant source area causing
the plume will depend on the flow rate of the groundwater, the amount of chemical that is
leaching into the groundwater from the source in the overlying soil, and the chemical
degradation that is occurring within the plume. At Gentile AFS the groundwater flow rates are
very low, the contaminant sources of the plumes have been removed, and chemical degradation
is occurring within the plume. As a result the plumes are not migrating off-base; in fact the
groundwater monitoring data indicates the size of each plume is getting smaller.

In addition to entering the groundwater, some contaminants which were on the surface of the
ground or materials stored outdoors could have been washed away during periods of rainfall into
the storm drains or neighboring ditches, eventually reaching the West Branch of Little Beaver
Creek. The creek flows to the east through the southern portion of the site. The upgradient
portion of the creek, west of the base, is a storm water drainage system that primarily drains
roads and parking lots in the residential and commercial areas west of the base. Currently within
the Gentile AFS property, the creek primarily receives storm water runoff released into one of
three storm water ditches. The western storm water ditch no longer exists, but it used to drain the
former coal storage (Site S1) and the pesticide storage areas (Site S3), among other areas. The
middle and eastern ditches still exist and carry storm water from the southern and northern
portions of the base, respectively.

To ensure that contamination is cleaned from the site, the Department of Defense implemented
the Installation Restoration Program (IRP) at Gentile AFS. This program is designed to identify
potentially contaminated sites, conduct the necessary environmental investigations, and perform
the necessary remedial actions. Under the IRP, the USAF began a preliminary assessment

6
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records search in November 1982 to identify and evaluate the history The USAF established the IRP to

of material use and disposal at the installation. This initial records identify, characterize, and
search identified six sites where chemicals may have spilled, leaked, remediate contamination. The
or were stored or disposed of: Disposal Area No. 1 (Site DI), two

. . : : i I si I th
Low-Level Radioactive Waste Disposal Sites (Sites D4 and D5, past disposal sites, control the

formerly known as Sites RD1 and RD2), the Hydrofluoric Acid control potential hazards to human
Neutralization and Settling Basin (Site TI), and two Coal Storage health and the environment. Gentile
Areas (S1 and S2). AFS has participated in this

program since 1982.

program is designed to evaluate

migration of contaminants, and

Gentile AFS was closed in 1996, and the USAF accepted the City of
Kettering’s application to acquire the property. As part of the transfer process, the property was
required to undergo rigorous investigations to determine if potentially contaminated areas were
safe for reuse. A cleanup plan was developed that outlines a “comprehensive strategy for
implementing response actions necessary to protect human health....” This strategy combines
efforts performed under the IRP with those of other compliance programs to ensure full
restoration of the land (URS Greiner 1997a). Oversight of the investigation, evaluation and
remediation of Gentile AFS was provided by the EPA and the Ohio EPA.

Following the records search, Gentile AFS conducted a Phase | remedial investigation (RI) in
1994 and 1995 to identify the nature and extent of contamination at the installation. As soil and
groundwater samples were collected and analyzed, Gentile AFS determined that some of the
sites required further investigation and in early 1997 made recommendations for Phase 11 field
investigations. Due to the low levels of environmental contamination, EPA has not proposed
Gentile AFS for listing on the NPL*. The Ohio EPA has been the primary regulatory agency
responsible for the completion of the environmental investigation and remediation activities for
Gentile AFS. The Ohio EPA provides technical support to ensure compliance with all state
environmental protection laws, regulations, and policies. EPA also provides technical support
and oversight to ensure that the investigation and remediation activities are protective of public
health and the environment (Table 4).

Since the IRP began at Gentile AFS, site investigations have identified 40 sites as being
contaminated or having the potential to be contaminated. EPA and the Ohio EPA approved 35 of
those sites for no further action because there was no evidence of contamination, or the initial
removal and cleanup actions at the sources (such as a storage area, oil/water separators, a tank,
drain lines) were enough to prevent any impact to the environment. The remaining five sites
required additional measures.

These sites included Site C1 (the creek); Site D1 (disposal area no. 1); Site R2 (the floor drain to
infiltration pit); Site S1 (source of the Western Plume); and the Commander’s Yard (URS
Greiner 1997b). Currently, remedial actions have been completed at all sites and they are

! The National Priorities List (NPL) is part of EPA’s Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA), commonly known as “Superfund”.
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ready for transfer. As a condition of transfer, the USAF will continue long-term groundwater
monitoring (LTM) at Sites R2, S1, and D1 (as well as C7) until contaminant concentrations meet
EPA’s drinking water standards, and maintain warning signs along the creek (Site C1) (Ohio
EPA 2004b). Figure 2 shows the locations of all IRP sites at Gentile AFS.

As part of the cleanup efforts to ready the property for transfer, the USAF has:

= Excavated contaminated soil from several areas, including Site S3 (Pesticide Storage area) in
Parcel B and Sites D1 (Disposal Area) and C7 (Old Salvage Yard) in Parcel E.

= Dredged the entire on-base section of the creek at Gentile AFS (Site C1).
= Removed contaminated equipment, such as the oil/water separators at 01, 02, and O3.

= |nstalled groundwater monitoring wells to ensure that the groundwater plumes were not
migrating off base.

In addition, the USAF identified 14 underground storage tanks (USTs) and 20 above-ground
storage tanks (ASTs). The USTs were removed in 1995 and the surrounding soil was tested and
removed if necessary (URS Greiner 1997b). All of the ASTs were removed by 1997.

The Air Force sub-divided Gentile AFS property into Parcels A through F. Parcels A, B, C, D,
and F north of the creek were transferred to

the city, and is now the home of the Parcel | Date of Condition of Current/
Kettering Business Park. This land was Transfer Transfer Future Use
remediated and is appropriate for A May LTM and Commercial/
commercial and industrial use. Another 26 1997 groundwater use Industrial

restrictions

acres in the southern portion of the base

S Parcel A C ial/
(Parcel E), south of the creek, have been B 2001 ame as Farce m%TSTﬁ;f'a
cleaned and will be transferred to the city for C 1997 Commercial/
redevelopment as a neighborhood park and Industrial
residential area. D 1998 Commercial/
Industrial
The USAF continues to monitor groundwater E | Pending Sr'g:; posted at the gzgirg:;'tci’;‘(
at four sites: R2 (Parcel A), S1 (Parcel B), = 1998 Same as Parcel A Commercial/

and C7 and D1 (Parcel E). Groundwater use Industrial

restrictions are in place for these sites (Ohio
EPA 2004b). These restrictions prevent the owners from legally drilling wells to use the
groundwater. These restrictions will not adversely affect the future owners because all businesses
and residential buildings are required by existing local regulations to be connected to the
municipal water supply.
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C. Quality Assurance and Quality Control

In preparing this PHA, ATSDR reviewed and evaluated information provided in the referenced
documents. EPA and Ohio EPA set the standards the USAF followed for all sample gathering,
analysis and reporting activities. Documents prepared to describe the environmental
investigation, evaluation and remediation activities must meet these standards. The
environmental data presented in this PHA come from USAF and OEPA prepared documents.
ATSDR has determined that the data’s quality is adequate for making public health decisions.
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IV. Potential Exposure Pathways

A. Overview of the Exposure Evaluation Process

Identifying Exposure

ATSDR’s evaluation is designed to identify if community members could come into contact with
Gentile AFS-related chemicals at levels that could cause health problems. The evaluation is
driven by the exposure (or contact) the community has with the chemicals. People who work or
live in area of an environmental release can only be exposed to a contaminant if they come in
contact with it. Exposure might occur by breathing, eating, or drinking a substance containing
the contaminant or by skin contact with a substance containing the contaminant. Therefore, a
release does not always result in exposure.

ATSDR evaluates site conditions to evaluate if people could have been, are, or could be exposed
to site-related contaminants. When evaluating exposure pathways, ATSDR evaluates if people
could be exposed to contaminated media (soil, water, air, waste, or biota) by ingestion, dermal
(skin) contact, or inhalation. ATSDR identifies an exposure pathway as completed or potential,
or eliminates the pathway from further evaluation. Completed exposure pathways exist if all
elements of a human exposure are present. (See “Exposure Pathway” in Appendix A for a
description of the elements of a completed exposure pathway.) A potential pathway is one that
ATSDR cannot rule out, because one or more of the pathway elements cannot be definitely
proved or disproved. A pathway is eliminated if one or more of the elements are definitely
absent.

More information about the ATSDR evaluation process can be found in ATSDR’s Public Health
Assessment Guidance Manual at http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/HAC/HAGM/ or by contacting
ATSDR at 1-888-42ATSDR.

Exposure and Health Effects

People who have a significant exposure to chemical contaminants disposed of or released into
the environment may develop adverse health effects. The type and severity of health effects that
occur in an individual from contact with a contaminant depend on the exposure concentration
(how much), the frequency and duration of exposure (how long), the route or pathway of
exposure (breathing, eating, drinking, or skin contact), and the toxicology of the contaminant.
Other characteristics such as age, sex, nutritional status, genetics, lifestyle, and health status of
the exposed individual influence how the individual absorbs, distributes, metabolizes, and
excretes the contaminant. Together, these factors and characteristics influence the health effects
that might occur as a result of exposure to a contaminant in the environment.

ATSDR selects contaminants for further evaluation by comparing the concentration of each
contaminant measured in the environment at Gentile AFS to its health-based comparison value

10
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(CV). CVs are chemical specific. They are developed by ATSDR based on the available
scientific literature that describes the potential for health effects following an exposure to the
chemical. CVs are derived for each of the different environmental media (air, water, and soil)
and reflect an estimated contaminant concentration that is not expected to cause adverse health
effects for a given chemical, assuming a standard daily contact rate (e.g., amount of water or soil
consumed or amount of air breathed) and body weight. In order to be conservative and protective
of public health, ATSDR CVs are generally based on contaminant concentrations many times
lower than levels at which no effects were observed in experimental animals or human
epidemiologic studies. ATSDR’s CVs are not used to predict the occurrence of adverse health
effects, but serve as a protective screen and first step in evaluation of public health implications.

Some of the CVs used include ATSDR’s environmental media evaluation guides (EMEGS),
reference dose media evaluation guides (RMEGS), and cancer risk evaluation guides (CREGS).
EMEGs, RMEGs, and CREGs are non-enforceable, health-based CVs developed by ATSDR for
screening environmental contamination for further evaluation. In addition, ATSDR uses EPA’s
maximum contaminant levels (MCLs). MCLs are enforceable drinking water regulations
developed to protect public health. (See Appendix B for a description of the CVs.)

If contaminant concentrations are above CVs, ATSDR further analyzes the exposure variables
(for example, duration and frequency), the toxicology of the contaminant, other epidemiology
studies, and the weight of evidence for possible health effects. Figure 4 provides an overview of
ATSDR’s exposure evaluation process.

B. Major Exposure Issues/Concerns for the Gentile AFS Community

ATSDR reviewed data for Gentile AFS’s 40 IRP Sites to determine if they are associated with
past, current, or future public health hazards. When evaluating these areas, ATSDR assessed the
level of contamination present, the extent to which individuals come into contact with the
contamination, and whether this contact would result in a public health hazard. Our review
indicated that the sites at Gentile are not associated with any known public health hazards
because: (1) site-related contaminants are not present, (2) contaminant concentrations detected
are too low to pose a health hazard, or (3) the amount, type and frequency of the past and current
exposures for the community are below levels known to cause health effects (Table 2).

ATSDR also used the site information to address specific exposure concerns identified by
community members. The majority of exposure concerns brought to ATSDR’s attention are
related to the following topics:

= Possible exposure to contaminants in the drinking water.

= Possible exposure to contaminants in Little Beaver Creek’s surface water and sediment.

= Possible exposure to contaminants in soil while gardening.
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