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ST. CLAI R SHORES AREA RESI DENTS UNI TI NG TO ADDRESS PCB CONTAM NATI ON
Cl TI ZEN ORGANI ZED PUBLI C FORUM ANNOUNCED
FOR | MVEDI ATE RELEASE: May 16, 2002

Cont act s: Donna Hetzel, St. dair Shores resident, (586) 775-0636

Brad Wl son, Oean Water Action and O ean Water Fund, (586) 783-8900

Dr. Mchael Harbut, Chief of the Center for Environnental and Cccupational
Medi ci ne, (248) 547-9100

Dave Hargrave, Lake St. dair Bass Anglers, (586) 783-8900 or (586) 469- 1600

St. dair Shores, M B In the wake of the recently di scovered PCB disaster
in St. CGair Shores, area residents are saying "enough is enough" as they
unite to denmand nore answers from public agencies.

"W need i mredi ate answers about the PCBs and ot her contam nants they=ve
found in our neighborhoods, @said St. dair Shores resident Donna Hetzel,
who lives on the Revere Street canal. Hetzel's views are shared by a grow ng
nunmber of Metro Detroit residents who are seeking to clean up the
contamination in St. dair Shores and in Lake St. Cair.

"The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency nust expand the investigation into
Lake St. Cair so we=ll know where the >emergency= ends," said Brad WI son
of O ean Water Action and O ean Water Fund. WIson indicated that the



Agency has only | ooked at two canals and one stormdrain system and it has
not taken any sanples in Lake St. Qair or other canals, stormdrains or
sewer drains. WIson continued, "How will we know whether or not the

emer gency cl ean-up shoul d be extended into Lake St. Cair and other canals
if they haven=t tested these areas for contam nation?"

St. Cair Shores area is one of the worst contaminated sites in M chigan and
it appears to be anong the worst in U S. history. Metro Detroit residents
are concerned about the extremely high |l evels of PCBs and ot her contam nants
that have been di scovered. Many live and recreate along Lake St. dair and
its tributaries. The majority of Metro Detroit residents are on the
drinking water system and many al so consune fish fromthese waters.

"Because no testing has been done in or under Lake St. dair or of its fish
and wildlife, we do not know if recreational activities pose public health
threats, @said Dave Hargrave, nenber of Lake St. Cair Bass Anglers

Associ ation and the M chigan United Conservation O ubs. Additional testing
must be done to protect the health of the thousands of people who recreate
on Lake §. dair.@

Dr. Mchael Harbut, Chief of the Center for Environmental and Cccupati onal
Medi ci ne, spoke about the health effects of PCBs and ot her contam nants that
have been found in the stormdrain systemand 10 M| e/ Lange/ Revere St.

canal s.

The speakers announced that a citizen-organi zed public forumw Il be held on
June 5th at 7:00 p.m at South Lake

H gh School *. Metro Detroit area residents are encouraged to attend so they
can ask questions to public agency officials and hear fromcitizens who have
worked in other parts of the U S. to address PCB contam nation in their
communi ties.

The speakers also distributed the list of demands devel oped by concerned
area residents. The demands are ained at protecting public health and
ensuring that investigative and clean-up funds are spent w sely.

"W demand a safe, quick, and effective end to this problem W are not
going away until our nei ghborhoods are safe, @said Hargrave. AW are in this
for the long haul . @

*South Lake H gh School Auditoriumis |ocated at 21900 East N ne M|l e Road
in St. dair Shores, Mchigan 48080 (between Harper Avenue and Mack
Avenue) .
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CI TIZEN S DEMANDS FOR | MVEDI ATE ACTI ON

1. Establish effecti ve methods to nonitor Lake St. dair and all canals,
outfalls, stormdrains and sanitary sewers and to notify the public in
real-time.

2. Have regul atory agency representatives attend the Public Forumto
answer the public's questions.

3. Designate the affected area as an Enmergency Response Site after a full
investigation is conpleted by the US EPA.

4. Post "NO BOATING SWMM NG OR FI SH NG' signs in areas that are
determ ned to contain PCB and ot her contam nation.

5. Conduct a full investigation in Lake St. dair and other canals,
out f | ows,

stormdrains and sanitary sewers, drinking water, fish tissue, and
sedi nent



and air sanpl es.

6. Conplete a health study of people in the Emergency Response
Site area(s) and nake free or |lowcost tests available for testing
peopl e, pets and property.

7. Conplete a supplenental US EPA investigation of |awns and gardens in the
Ener gency Response Site area(s).

8. Enforce the dean Air and the dean Water Act.

9. (Cdean up all affected areas safely, quickly and effectively.

o o R T o T S L o S
UNANSWERED QUESTI ONS FROM ST. CLAI R SHORES AREA RESI DENTS ABOUT PCBs

The following is a partial list of questions, as of May 15, 2002.
Addi tional questions will be added as they arise fromthe public.

* What nust be done so this doesn't happen agai n?

* When was the last time this area was tested for contam nants?

* What were the | evels of contaninants found?

* |f PCBs aren't in the water, how did they get fromthe drain to the

canal s?

* What should you do if sonmeone cones into contact with PCBs?

* Exactly how can one tell if PCBs have been dunped recently or if it is
froma long termbuild up?

* Since no one wants to live with PCBs, what are the econonic ramfi cations
for our comunity?

* How long will these PCBs be around, how | ong before they break down?

* How woul d sonebody who may have been exposed to PCBs get nedical treatnent
and/or tested for cancer?

* What sedi ment and water sanples have been taken from Lake St. dair?

* |'s there another public neeting set with the regul atory agencies?

* Are other drain systens currently being tested for PCB's and ot her harnful
cheni cal s?

* How does or how is a conpany with PCBs supposed to properly dispose of

t hen?

* Hasn't the government always nonitored the water and sewer systens for
PCBs and ot her chenical s?

* If nmy house isn't on a canal why should | care about it, is it ny problen?
* How does the sedinent flow through and out of the sewer, doesn't it ever
mx wth the water?

* |f officials can't locate the PCBs in the drain system how can they be
sure that the PCBs are: 1. not |eaking outside of the canals, and 2. not in
the water?

* How do you flush out drains and such, will the contaninants go in to the
| ake?

* How does this get cleaned up?

* |s anyone sick in that area?

* What is the time table for the cl ean-up?

* How will the cl ean-up be funded?

Brad WI son

Maconb County Community Organi zer
d ean Water Fund

38875 Har per

dinton Township, M 48036

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE HAVE A NEW AREA CCDE FOR ALL CF MACOMB COUNTY

(Voi ce) (586) 783-8900

(Fax) (586) 783-4033

Emai | : netrodetroit @l eanwater.org
htt p: //wwv. cl eanwat er fund. org

ENVIRO-M CH  Internet List and Forumfor M chigan Environnental



and Conservation |ssues and M chi gan-based Ctizen Action. Archi ves at
http://ww. great -1 akes. net/lists/enviro-mch/
Postings to: enviro-m ch@reat-| akes. net For info, send email to

maj or dono@r eat - | akes. net with a one-1ine nmessage body of "info enviro-m ch"




