A G E NCY FOR TOXIC S UBS TAN CES AN D DIS EAS E RE G IS T RY ( A T S D R) | ANNUAL REP O RT 2 0 1 7

INVESTIGATING
ENVIRONMENTAL
HAZARDS TO ADVANCE
COMMUNITY HEALTH

ATSDR Improves
the Qualityof Life
in Communities
Across America
The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry
(ATSDR) works to protect Americans from the dangerous
health effects of toxic substances in the environment.
ATSDR responds to requests from federal, state, and local
governments to help identify environmental hazards,
recommend actions to reduce exposures, and educate
the public about how to prevent harmful exposures that
can lead to harmful health effects in their communities.

A T S D R I M PA CTS O VE R A MIL L ION L IV ES N ATIONWIDE

In 2017 alone, we conducted health
activities and investigations in
nearly 40 states and territories. Nearly 1.2
million people were potentially impacted by
exposures at sites where ATSDR worked.

Respond
We collaborate with local, tribal, state, territorial and federal
agencies to address environmental emergencies across the country and
partnering with communities. In 2017, ATSDR responded to over 500
requests for assistance across the United States.

Investigate
ATSDR investigates environmental hazards that have the potential to
affect anywhere from a few individuals to more than 100,000 people. Not
every ATSDR investigation discovers harmful levels of contaminants. In fact,
only about 44% of our investigations in 2017 discovered harmful levels
of contaminants (53 out of 121 investigations).

Protect
ATSDR invests in protecting people and saving lives by ensuring clean air to
breathe, water to drink, and food to eat. To accomplish this, we evaluate
exposure problems in communities, identify risk factors, develop
prevention strategies, and support adoption of these strategies by
other federal, state, and/or local agencies, to prevent and reduce exposure to
the health threat.

Prevent
ATSDR cares for the communities it serves by making long-term
investments that lead to sustainable community impacts.

Investigations
by Pathway

Each pathway may carry different
contaminants and negative
health outcomes.
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Success Stories

ATSDR Helps Harvey and Maria
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Disaster Relief
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Good health is the
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foundation upon which

In responding to concerns about the effect toxic substances have

are built, making them
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on at-risk populations, ATSDR successfully:

more productive,

Addresses issues
found in air, water, soil,
and food pathways.

Increases awareness
of environmental issues
affecting public health.

Customizes
recommendations that
can improve health in a
specific community.

Empowers residents
to keep their communities
safe from future exposures
to environmental hazards.

engaged, and resilient.
ATSDR and its
partners work to
help communities
that have been
impacted by harmful
chemical exposures
to thrive again.

Learn more about what ATSDR does
to make a positive health impact in
communities all across the country

Learn More
Learn more about what ATSDR does to make a positive health impact in
communities all across the country.
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