
73 1,2-DICHLOROETHENE 

3. CHEMICAL AND PHYSICAL INFORMATION 

3.1 CHEMICAL IDENTITY 

Information regarding the chemical identity of 1,2-dichloroethene is located in Table 3-l. 

3.2 PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL PROPERTIES 

Information regarding the physical and chemical properties of 1,2dichloroethene is located in 

Table 3-2. There are two isomers of 1,2-dichloroethene, the cis form and the trans form. Some 

important characteristics of the two forms are that they possess a high vapor pressure and the vapor is 

heavier than air (HSDB 1995). The trans form is sufficiently volatile that 50% evaporates from water 

in 22 minutes when stirred at 25 °C; the cis form is similarly volatile (HSDB 1995). Experiments 

have shown that the degradation of the trans form is relatively slow due to ultraviolet irradiation, 

unless lamps of approximately 15-20 watts are used (Guertler et al. 1994) to allow greater relative 

stability of the vapor form in the environment. 










