How do I prepare for deployment?

Have ready the following documents, information, and cards:

Personal
( Driver’s license.
( Passport (and visa, if known in advance to be needed).
( Personal long distance card.
( Name and contact information of primary care physician.
( Medical and car insurance card or information.
Government

( Federal ID.
( Government long distance telephone card.
( GETS telephone card (if provided with one).
( Government VISA charge card.
( IMPAC VISA card (if provided with one).
( Instructions on how to access and change office voice mail message.
( Instructions on how to program “Out of Office” e-mail message.
As needed, make the following preparations:
( Prepare power or attorney and update your will. Deployments are generally very safe, but having a will assures that your survivors will receive benefits as you have requested.
( Verify that your medical insurance will cover health needs and emergencies while deployed.
( Verify life insurance.
( Check homeowner’s or renter’s insurance to see what is covered in case of damage, loss, or theft of personal articles while on deployment. 
( Dental and health status – Take care of any dental or health issues that are currently causing pain or hindrance.
( Arrange for direct deposit of paycheck into your bank.
( Arrange for automatic payments of recurring bills, or have person picking up mail pay bills.
( Identify person with whom you will leave itinerary, house and car keys, contact information.
( Determine who (at home) should be contacted in case of an emergency while you are deployed.
( Determine and inform family how you will communicate with them while you are deployed.

( Arrange for pets and plants to be cared for.
( Have a plan in place to cancel or pickup newspapers in your absence.
( Have a plan in place to hold or pickup mail in your absence.
( Set automatic timers on home lights.
( Arrange for someone to visit and look after your home in your absence.
( Keep cell phone charged and carry it at all times.
( Set up voice mail on your cell phone and activate it. Know how to use it.
( Establish a primary contact at your office to communicate with during your deployment.
